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Listing of Claims: 

1, (Currently Amended) A method of synchronizing objects 
between two devices when some of the objects are intermittently unavailable on 
one of the devices, wherein the method prevents the devices from deleting an 
object when its corresponding object on the other device is unavailable durin g 
s ynchronization processes that try to automatically delete such objects , 
comprising: 

creating a list of the objects to update on a first computing device and a 
second computing device, wherein the objects on the second computing device are 
updated using corresponding objects on the first computing; and 

if an object is on the list, then instructing the second computing device to 
refrain from updating the object when the first computing device cannot access the 
corresponding object. 

2, (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 2 I, 
further comprising removing the object from the list when the corresponding 
object is permanently removed from the first device. 

3, (Currently Amended) A method of maintaining 
contemporaneous data items within corresponding objects when one of the 
corresponding objects has new data items, wherein the method prevents devices 
from deleting an object when its corresponding object is unavailable during 
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synchronization processes that try to automatically delete such objects when its 
corresponding object is unavailable , comprising: 

listing pairs of corresponding objects, wherein a first member of each pair 
resides on a first computing device and a second member of each pair resides on a 
second computing device; 

synchronizing each available pair of objects with new data items from 
either object in the pair; and 

protecting an object and the data items it contains from deletion during 
synchronization if a corresponding object in a listed pair is unavailable. 

4. (Currently Amended) A method of maintaining 
contemporaneous corresponding objects on a first and a second device throughout 
synchronization processes that try to automatically delete such objects , wherein 
the method prevents the devices from deleting an object when its corresponding 
object is unavailable, comprising: 

creating a list of corresponding objects prior to the synchronization; 

during synchronization, determining if an object on the list exists in the first 

device; 

if the object does not exist in the first device then determining if the object 
exists in the second device; and 

if the object exists in the second device then protecting the object from 
deletion caused by the synchronization and allowing the first device to access the 
object or providing the object to the first device. 
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5. (Currently Amended) A synchronization method for computing 
devices, wherein the method prevents devices from deleting an object when its 
corresponding object is unavailable during synchronization processes that try to 
automatically delete such objects , comprising: 

creating a list of corresponding objects stored on two computing devices; 

communicatively coupling the two computing devices for synchronization; 

and 

preventing deletion of the object during synchronization when the 
corresponding object is unavailable and the object is on the list. 



lee ©hay es pile 509324925^ 



7 



Application No. 10/825,832 



